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To bs Grace the DUKE | 
MARLB OROUGH 


My LORD, 


HIS Diſcourſe, priacipa owing it's birth to 
T Glorious an Occa/ion, 2 * Grace's late eval 
Wittory near Audenard, humbly preſumes to 
beg Tour. Patronage, and Acceptance ; and land dr. 
fended by that Name, which is the Support of the: 
lies, and Terror of France. 
Tu #0 more in the power of Praiſe to Bebra, ban 
of Derractios fo en Your Grace's Merit. Such m. 


thy. Exploits; as Tow excet-in, ſufficiently ſpeak Them. 


ſeuͤues: hich can't be aſcrib d io any thirſt of blood, or 


ain ambition,but onely to a True Love of your Country 


a Loyal Regard for the Honour of the Be of — 
and a Generous Concern for the Happineſs of Europe. 
mated ly Tar then, that the CG Forces 2 
mated by Tour intrepid Preſence , and auſpicions 
duct, forget the Fatigues ꝙ long Marches, as Nui 
they are led bn to certain Triumphs. For with You to 


fight i 0 overcome, and every laſt Succeſs is but a pre- 
ſage of 2 Comueſts. _ 
No 


Not only the pre 


be indebted to Tour-wondrous Atchievments. For 10hat 
may not the Britiſm Nation hereafter expe from the 
Valiant Prince Electoral of Hannover, 2who by Your 
Noble Example, more fully learns to win Battles; and 
tate Tami, ia the fight of a "Naryerows Amy? Ha 
mey Het hence bene u Lu Erd, A perſtct 
Hero, as great in Fortune, as Courage, and Experience? 
While the Princes of Faance bluſh to own, that nothing 
but the Night, which cover d their Shame, could reſcue 
them from Tour Sword. | es Ab 
If any thing can recommend this Performante to Tour 


bei delner d before that Learned Univerſity, which, 
ho long Famous, ems ie add e her owns. Praifes, 
hen if celghrates Taurs. Tour illuſtriam Evterprizes 
heve aten fill d ber Theatre, given ſublimity to:ber 
Poems, Spirit 7o her Eloquence; and caritea ber Ge- 
gecous Kade /artber 1 diſtinguiſh therr Birth and 
Quality, a fu to imitate ihoje ſbiring Aﬀiors, they 
endeavont d in deſcribe. n 25 Oxford e the 
high Privilege of ſo great a Netghbour, ſo may She prove, 
like Tour amm Blenheim, an ever 

Tour r own 69 th bags 
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ſent Age, but ever Poſterity = 


Grace's Pardon, ar Favour , it z5 the Honour it had of 
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(1) 


Froverbs, XVL 7. 


When a Man's ways pleaſe the Lord, be 
maketh even hs Enemies to be at Peace 
avith hom. 


HERE-is not 2 more uſual, or unwor- 
thy Affront, which Men offer Providence, 
than that its kindeſt Diſpenſations make 
and faint impreſſions on their minds. 
on, we may be in- 


ſi 
{Tis true at their firſt 
ſpird with ſome degrees of a Religious warmth, 
Xa 


us motions of a lively Grati- 
when God's holy. arm is, as it were made lc . 
viſibly hare, as in ſuch. mighty Events we this 
Day commemorate,we can t help being awakend, 
and aſtoniſud at the ſurprizing manifeſtations of 
his Power, and ſhall perhaps for a while humbly 
adore his Goodneſs. - But theſe ſudden intermit- 
ting Heats, as they often for the preſent produce 
only a tumultuous j Joy; fo they ſeldom leave any 


permanent 


effect on our — lives; But like 
A 


the 


Ecclf Feſtival Occaſions, like the crack/zng | 
5 which the Wiſe Man compares the mad mirth 


A Thank/grving Sermon 


the ways of exprefling our Thankſgiving on theſe 


of thorns, to 


of fools, go off with a blaze, and vaniſh into ſmoak. 
This certainly is a foul diſhonour to God , and 
juſtly — Him, either to ſtop the current of 
his mercies, or not advance them to thoſe heights, 
to which they ſeem d eaſily improveable by us, 
and whereof we have had the faireſt proſpects. 
To what elſe can be imputed that 7he rd is 
fo long made drunk with blood, that this dread- 
full and expenſive War ſtill rages,notwithftanding 
our repeated Triumphs, which ſeem d to preſage 
its glorious deciſion? We have not made ſuitable 
returns for ſo fignal Bleflings, our National Re- 
pentance has been i our acktiowledge- 
ments unſincere. And therefore God delays for 
a time to give the laſt finiſhing turn to the Mar- 
tial dbours of our Great General, till we become 
more thiro ly ſenſible of, and thank full for his il- 
luſtrious Victories, and are better prepar d ſor the 
ineſtimable Bleſfings of Peace. 

The inexhauſtible Fountain of the Divine Be- 
nefieence has now 


Succeſs; and that theſe may ſuffer no ebb, that 


the Almighty may perfec? this good Work, which 
He has Aoſpciully begun; it is the indiſpenſa- 


ble Duty, and nt intereſt of ns all to 
offer unto Him, not only the partial tranſient Ou 


lation of this D 8 — but the whole 
ay" Durable 


pour d on us freſh Tides of 


Before the Univer ſuy of Oxfor d. 
Durable Sacrifice of aur Selves, our Souls and Bo- 
dies. In a word, if we would be happy in a laſt- 

ing and honourable Peace, or, as Salomon ex- 
preſſes it in the Text, if we would have our Exe- 
mies at Peace with us, we muſt follow his advice, 
and ſee that our ways pleaſe the Lord. 

Which words, tho' originally meant of private 
Perſons, may not improperly be apply'd to thoſe 
larger Communities, they compoſe. And in diſ- 
courfing on them I ſhall endeavour, - 


I. Firſt, to ſhew when the as of a | ſingle 
Per 4 or whole Nation, may be ſaid to pleaſe 


2. Secondly , to explain the Nature and Ex- 
tent of the: Reward herepromis'd, namely, that 
they whoſe 20 pleaſe the I Joes have their 
Eremes at peace withthem. 

2 Thirdly, to aſſign ſome probable reaſons 5 
WW the Almi 


larly to reward thoſe, whoſe 5 pleaſe him. 


I. Firſt, the 2 ays of a kante enen or whole 
Nation may be fo to pleaſe the Lord, when 
they 5 in all the conſpicuous inſtances of 
an univerſal, fincere, and undiflemblcd Piety; 
and their lig bt /o 


holy Religion. But then there are ſome particu- 
ar Chriſtian Graces, ſome eminent Acts of our 


AT | imme 


ghty may be 42 ſo particu- 


3 


s among mon, that God is vic. 5; 
Glarify d by them, and a luſtre reflected on our 


2. 30. 


- deſpiſe him, ſpall be light eftcem'd. 


ly the power and life, 


bids defiance to God, and proclaims hoſtility: a- 


immediate Duty to the Almighty, which more 
eſpecially entitle us to the Protection and Endear- 
ments of his Providence. 

As is firſt, a Zeal ihe hin Heious; and Glory : 
This active, efficacious Virtue, when exercisd 
on fo great and worthy objects, when guided by 
Prudence, and — d by Charity, is not one- 
* the Ornament and 
beauty of Holynefs : And if God vouchſafes to ac- 
cept of our weakeſt ſervices when fincere, we may 
be affurd he'll be more eſpecially pleasd with 
this high degree of Chriſtian Perfection. For it is 
A Divine Flame, which is kindled from the moſt 
ardent love of God; and which therefore he graci- 
ouſly requites with his tendereſt affection. Doubt- 
leſs, Hell have a peculiar regard to thoſe, who 
are ſo much concern'd for Him ; He cannot but 
firmly eſpouſe therr intereſts, who. ſo heartily 
aflert his; Having exprefsly declared, that thoſe, 


| who honour him , he will honour, — that 


But more eſpecially will thoſe States and King- 
doms be favbur d with the neareſt care of Provi- 
dence, which eminently encourage and propagate 
the True Religion. For as when a Nation com- 
monly negle&s or 'contenans Things Sacred , it 


gainſt Heavenz: So when; it is univerſally zealous 

for him , and as it were unanimouſly proſecutes 

his Glory, may . to. enter into a = 
0 


; Before the Unwer/ty of Oxford. = 
of holy war in his defence, to do him the moſt 
open A publick honour , moſt effectually pull 
down the ſirong holds of Satan, and more wide- 
ly extend the Kingdom Grid, amd his Righte- 
ouſmeſs? 

Tftherefore we would be God's peculiar People, 
if we would be a Nation, whom he would bleſs 
and delight in, a true Chriſtian Zeal for Piety 
ſhould be now as 4 amongſt us, as our for- 
mer cold neſs, and profaneneſs have been lament- 
ably notorious. While our invincible Troops de- 
feat our Foes abroad, we ought at home as ftre- 
nuouſly to ſubdue thoſe enormous luſds, which will 
otherwiſe prove more fatal, and create worſe 
wars and jightings amongſt us. Then we may Jones 
indeed hope that God will lengthen and com- 
pleat the ſeries of our Conqueſts: Then we 
might without fear or preſumption, upon ſuch a 
well- grounded Proſperity, ſay, 2ve never be 
remov'd, thou O Lordof thy Goodneſe ha? made * 


our hillſo firong. 


II. Secondly , our Ways more eſpecially pleaſe 
the Lord, 9 7 we pay Him the conſtant homage 
of our So fon, dee, or my = 

es. of Supphcation, Interceſſion 
beep ar are ſo many particular Acts of 
a direct and pure Adoration; and which the AE 
mighty has declar d are good and acceptable in his Tim. 


lu. And indeed how more profefledly can we 
own 


— 
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own the high Relations, which we bear to him? 
How more humbly acknowledge Him to be our 
Great Creator, in whom we ſubſiſt, our tender 
Father , on whom we depend, our Soveraign 
Judge, whoſe wrath we fear? How can we better 
hallow his Sacred Name, Eſſence, Titles, and At- 
tributes ? After what more folemn and proper 
manner magnify his Majeſty, exalt his Wiſdom, 
and diſplay his Loving Kindneſs? This /zcen/e, 
as tis only to be offer d to Heaven, fo certainly 
'twill aſcend thither a 


bring down on the religious Votaries the moſt 
precious Bleſſings. The Divine favour, like a 
kindly Dew, will ever be ſhed on them; and un- 
der all accidents they may be aſſur d that God 
will be their Abt and defence, their ſafety and 
refreſhment. eg we ore 

It is vifible in the Jewiſh Nation, that God more 
particularly rewarded or puniſh'd them, as they 
obſerv'd or neglected his Worſhip; and they were 
never carrid into Captivity, but when firſt 
were involy'd by their Princes in Idolatry. Thanks 
be to God, we have noeſtabliſhd inſtances of this 

kind, but even in this profligate and Atheiſtical 
age, there are not wanting illuſtrious Examples 
of the , who, we truſt, will ſtill appeaſe 
God's wrath, and avert his Judgements. It is 
the peculiar felicity and Glory of this Nation, 
that we behold on the Throne a moſt excellent 


QUEEN, who is as much renown'd for a decent 


and 


ſweet ſmelling /avour, and 


i 


Before the Unwer/ity of Oxford. -— 
and unaffected Devotion, as She is for the Proweſs 

of Her Arms, and the Wiſdom and Mildneſs of Her 
Government: Like good Hezekiah, when Her 
preſumptuous Foes threaten d to invade HerKing- 

dom, She ent into the houſe of the Lord: Their iu; 
proud boaſizxgs, and Her humble regueſis came 

wp mio his ears; He on a ſudden blaſts their vain 
deſigus, makes them flee before Her Victorious 
Navy; and ibe way that they came, by ibe ic 37; 
ſame they ſhamefully return. While Her wiſe and 
fortunate General leads her conquering Forces, 
She, like the meek Mo/e3, lifts up her hands in 
Prayers, gams him thoſe freſh Laurels, which 

he lays at her feet, and which She in Thankſgivin 
gratefully returns to he Lord of Hofts, whoſe Sim. 
the Battle is, and who ſaves his and her Servants Pat. 
from the peril of the Sword. And may the united io 
praiſes and ſupplications of this joyfull day, which 

She has fo piouſly and feaſonably appointed, prove 

an Holy violence to tate Heaven by force, that Mer. «r. 


I2. 


God may not onely ſecure and perpetuate, but 
alſo farther bleſs and enlarge our growing Suc- 
ceſs, and ripen it into thoſe promiſing fruits of a 
 defireable Peace. 


HI. Thirdly, a ſoumd amd humble Behef is an- 
other inftance, by which he s of a Private 
Perfon or publick Body may be faid more eſpe- 
cially 10 pleaſe God. For then may Men hope to 
be more particularly entitled to his peculiar _ 


Q A Thankſgrving Sermon 
neſs and affection, when they retain worthy no- 
tions of his Nature and Perfections; when they 
admire and praiſe the wonders of his Providence; 
Love and revere the merciful ſeverity of his 
Judgements; When with a profound ſatisfacti- 

on and lowly complacence they embrace thoſe 
per i. Exceeding great and precious promiſes , His Sa- 
+ cred Oracles diſcloſe; when they make Reaſon 
obey Revelation, and chearfully acquieſce in thoſe 
ſublime and inſcrutable Myſteries, which it 
ought always to adore, butcan never fully com- 
prehend. It was fuch a lively ftrong and un- 
fhaken Faith, which advancd Hrabam to the 
James a. tranſcendent honour of being calld tbe Friend 
:7- of God, and if we imitate that Holy Father of 
the Faithful in this Divine Grace, we ſhall, like 

him , be the darling care of Heaven here, and 

be admitted into his 5o/om hereafter. And cer- 
tainly if we, would pay an agreeable Service to 

the Omnipotent Author of our Being, we muſt 

as readily affent to his word without hefitation, 
as ſubmit to his will without reſerve; The for- 
mer being a Tribute no leſs due to his Truth, 
than the latter is to his power and Authority. 
We have indeed great reaſon to fear leaſt the 
looſe Principles of ſome hardn'd Liberimes , 
which ſo much prevail , ſhould highly provoke 
the Divine Vengeance: But we may ſtill ratio- 
nally conceive theſe fair hopes of his mercy to- 
wards us, that howeyer — of 
ſome 


Before the Unzver/iy of Oxford. 9 
ſome private Perſons may prove, yet that our 
Publick, and Eſtabliſbd Profeſſion is truely Chr: 
Kian, Primitive, and Apoſfolical. Though our 
Church glitters not with the gaudy Pomp of R.. 
miſb ſplendour , yet ſhe is all Glorious within , va 45 
pure in her Doctrine, and as free from Erthu- ** 
ſiaſin, as ſhe is from Superſtition. This our Holy 
Mother is, we truſt, Chriſi s beloved Spouſe ; and 
were we, her truely pous Sons, were all of this 
Nation united in ſtricter bands of Faith and Cha- 
rity, we alſo ſhould be, his Dear Children. 

As thaſe laſtly more eſpecially are, who pro- 

mote Peace and Goodwill amongſt Men. This 

is the noble affinity, and glorious Blefling, which 

belongs to the Peace- Makers, that they are em- 

phatically ſtiłd the Children of God. For a peace- wa. x 

able Diſpoſition is a ſublime and God-like Temper; * 

it not onely argues the Soul free from Pride, and 

Ambition, Envy, and Revenge, but alſo adorns it 

with the moſt excellent Chriſtian Graces , with 

boundleſs Love, condeſcending ſweetneſs , pro- 

found humility , invincible Patience, and the 

moſt extenſive Generoſity. Certainly God will 

more eſpecially t up the ligbi of his Countenance val. 

upon thoſe, who reflect ſo many rays of tne Di- 

vine Image: He is the Aubor and Civer of Peace, 

and will love and reward thoſe, who labour for 

it. And ſo far we may preſume, that the great 

defigns of the united Forces of her Majeſty and 

her Allies are not Ale to God, fince =» 
ar 
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War we are engag d in, is not onely lauu and 
nerct᷑ ſſary, not onely carry d on by fair and ho- 
nourable methods, but its chief end is to rigbi 
oppreſs'd Nations, and reſtore to Europe, its long 
interrupted, and much wiſhd for repoſe; that 
Juſtice may finally decide that by the Sword , 
which ſhe has hitherto by her Ballance in vain 
attempted ; that force may he down that invad- 
ing, faithleſs Prince, whom no Oaths or Leagues 
could hitherto reſtrain; That we may defend our 
Libertzes from /lavery , our worſbip from Ido- 
latry, and no vain Pretender may dream of ſhak-- 
ing the Throne, or diſturb and endanger the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion. Theſe are the Glorious aims 
we have in view, this is the Noble Cauſe we ſo 
manfully aſſert: And which, the Almighty ſeems 
to vouch as his own, by theſe freſh Pledges of 
Succeſs, He youchſafes to beſtow. | 
Thus have I endeavourd to ſhew, when the 
ways of a private Perſon, but more eſpecially of 
— or People, may be ſaid to pleaſe the 


If therefore we would have this glorious Vi- 

Epneſ 6. ctory ſt ill happier in it's effects, we muſt put an 
„ this armour of God, an active Zeal, a fervent De- 
votion, ſound Behef, and a peaceable Diſpaſitiom. 
Theſe Heavenly Weapons will gain us Earthly 
advantages; being zealous for our God, and by 
*: Praying with all Prayer and ſupplication to him, 
we [ball engage him to r our Battles * By 
taking 


2 
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faking the ſhield of Faith, we ſhall make the all Rebel C 
of a Jericho fall down before us; and by being nes 
Hod with the preparation of the Gofpell of Peace, de., 
we may hope to have a better Claim tothe pro- 7 
miſe of the Text, of having our Enemies at Peace 

with us: The Nature and extent of which Re- 
ward, come next to be confider'd. 


I. And Firſt, Tis to be obſerv'd that ſuch like 
7 al Promiſes are not to be underſtood uni- 
verſally, and abſolutely, but commonly, and for the 
moſt There may be ſeveral wiſe reaſons, 
which may incline God to deny, at leaſt to delay 
this Bleſſing to a Religious Perſon, or Kingdom ; 
There are few private Men, or publick Bodies, but 
what in ſome reſpects grievouſly offend God, tho 
they may poſſibly pleaſe him, in others. And there- 
fore he mercifully deprives them of, or ſuſpends 
this, or ſome uſually otherwiſe granted Favour , 
that he may awaken them to a thorough and per- 
fect reformation. It is likewiſe in a manner, ne- 
ceſſary there ſhould ſometimes ze wars between 
States, and fgbtings among men, for the exerciſe nme, 
and improvement of ſeveral great and noble Vir- + * 
tues. Meekneſs and Forgiveneſs would be emp- 
ty names, did we not meet with provoking ob- 
jeas to try our anger, and tempt our revenge. 
And did not Nation riſe againſt Nation, the World Mae. 24. 
would never have ſeen or heard of thoſe eminent 
Patterns of Valour, Wang and — 

2 W 
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which ſome in every age are juſtly efteem'd He- 
roes, and will eternally ſurvive in the Records of 
Fame. However, laftly, there may be fome hid- 
den and adorable ſchemes of Providence, which 
1:37.26. require more Corntries to become a Deſolation : 
more fenced Cities to be made rumons beaps. 
But with theſe few every Perſon, or 
Nation that fears God, and 2 righteouſ- 
nei, may, in the ordinary courſe of Providence, 
be ſure of being accepted by Him, and of have- 
ing a ſhare in this gracious Promiſe , that heir 

Enemnnes ſhall be at Peace with them. 


2. Which is not ſecondly, to be taken in that 
large extent, ſo as — * — of an entire 
reconciliation, as if the animoſities of thoſe, who 
bore ill will againft us, would be perſectly heal d, 
and end in friendſhip. It is a great and ſuffi- 

cient encouragement to thoſe 2who are followers 
" of that which is good, that tho all Men mayn t 

love, yet none ball harm them; Tho the fury 
of their Ad verſaries be not wholly allay d, yet 
it ſhall be diſarm d: The Almighty, 20 is tbeir 
Aremib and /tzeld, will either prevent or ward 
off the blow, at leaſt will blunt the edge of their 
malice, that its ſtrokes ſhall become weak and 
inoffenfrye. Not but that God is ſometimes 
pleas d to change the obdurate hatred of our Enc- 
mies into the kindeſt affetion; as He alter d 
Ejav bloody debgn'sintothe deareſt embraces.He 

w 


Acts 10. 
„ 
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who raisd a World from a Chaos, brought light 
out of darkneſs, order from confuſion, can, if He 
thinks fit, ſoften the averſion of the moſt im- 


placable, bring thoſe together whom fierce en- 
mity has ſet at the wideſt diftance, and from the 


moſt jarring motions, fix laſting reſt and quiet- 


hearts of Kings, as the rivers in the South, and 
can force the moſt infolent and contentious to 
ſue for Peace. And indeed God now ſeems to 
open to our view, glorious ſcenes of expected hap- 


pineſs, to have ſaid to the boundleſs ambition 
of the Grand 
waves, hitherto 
ther; And we truſt, that his encroaching Power, 
which ſo long, like an over-bearing Deluge has 
threaten'd his neighbouring Nations, will ſoon 
be diverted into thoſe lefler and more beneficial 
ftreams, which will ſecure the Peace and Feli- 
city of Europe. 

But laſtly, however God in his wiſe Provi- 
dence, ſhall think fit to defer the time of diſpenſ- 
ing this mercy, yet a ſingle Perſon or Nation, 
whoſe ways pleaſe him, may be moſt certainly 
afſured that they ſhall have Peace within them- 
ſelves: They ſhall be bleft with that zz2vard 
tranquility, which will make them not feel nor 
fear any outward accidents; that Peace which 
Hall ke 
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Oppreſſor, as he does to the proua ob 
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their hearts pun 4 7. 
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and of his Son Cbriſt Jeſus. The railings of Si- 

mei againſt David were as harmleſs, as the ſtones 
and dirt he threw at him, neither of which could | 
injure or provoke him: And tho' a wicked Ba- | 


14 


laam for the hopes of Reward might have been 
hir d to curſe and invade God's peculiar People, 
yet he is forced at the laſt to confeſs, that there 
is no enchaniment againſt Jacob , no Divination 
againſt ſrael. | | 
But however, it is an invaluable publick Bleſ- | 
fing, we of this Nation can never ſufficiently { 
adore the Divine Goodneſs for, that while we 
are crown'd with Conqueſts abroad, we enjoy an 
entire quiet at home. The Scene of this bloody 
Mat.24- Tragedy is at a diſtance; we onely hear of wars, 
* and rumours of wars, and feel no other effects, 
Rom. 13.0f em, than the paying to whom Tribute is due, 
that juſt Tribute, which is neceflary to keep off an 
infidious, formidable Enemy; and which is not ex- 
torted by violence from us,but is the generous Do- 
nation of a Loyall People: And under a wiſe ad- 
miniſtration, becomes the true finews of war, not 
to buy or betray Towns, but bravely win them by 
the edge of the ſword. 


III. I proceed in the laſt place, to aſſign ſome 
probable reaſons, why the Almighty may be 
ſuppos d ſo particularly to reward thoſe bee 
ways pleaſe him. And here, tho the works of 

K God are unſearchable , and his ys paſt finding 
ont, 


Num. 23. 
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ont, yet we may, without arrogance, be allow'd 
to conjecture at ſome of thoſe probable reaſons, 


to which may be aſcrib'd this peculiar reward of 
thoſe, who pleaſe him. 


And the firſt reaſon, I ſhall aſſign, is, becauſe 

thoſe Virtues, which they, who pleaſe him, are 
endow d with, naturally tend to make their Eue- 
mies at Peace withthem. And therefore, in the 
ordinary courſe of his Providence, He ſees that 
the effect ſhall be anſwerable to the cauſe, and 
brings it to its juſt maturity. There are ſecret 
irrefiſtable charms in true unaffected Goodneſs ; 
And which often not onely calm the rage of our 
Adverſaries, but command their efteem. For 
who ſo likely to appeaſe his Enemy, as he whofe 
unwearied meekneſs returns love for hatred, kind- 
neſs for ill will? Theſe ſweet diſpoſitions beſt 
fulfill the Prophecies concerning our Saviour's 
Kingdom; by theſe the moſt ſavage humours are 


ſooneſt tam d, the Wolf made to ty down with the ic 11.6 


Lamb, and the Lyon and the Kid to feed to- 
gether. 


ouſneſs, rendring it no leſs belov d, than fear d by 
its Enemies ? Impartial Juſtice, unſhaken Fide- 
lity, and generous Pity, were the pious arms, by 
which the Autient Romans enlarg d their Em- 
pire; which made willing Nations fly to their 
Erotection, and chearfully reſign their Liberty to 

enjoy 


What ſo much exaltetb a Nation as Righte- Prov. 14. 
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enjoy the more valuable benefits of being over- 
come. Whilſt So/omon's Wiſedom was 0 fear 
the Lord, he was conſulted as an Oracle of God, 
2 Cron. not onely his Subjects brought bim Gold from 
% Ophir, but he was enrich'd with the treaſures of 
foreign Princes. Tis in ſuch days of Probity 
and Piety, that the Prince of Peace makes Mercy 
var and Truth meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace 
84.10. kiſs each other. ; 


Secondly , another probable reaſon, why the 
Almighty may be ſuppos d fo particularly to re- 
ward thoſe hie ways pleaſe Him, is the En- 
couragement of Virtue. 

Tho the rewards of Piety are chiefly thoſe of | 
the other life, yet that men may more eſſectual - 
ly be engag d in his ſervice, God ſometimes vouch- 
ſafes to add alſo, thoſe of his; and accordingly 
has promis d that they, who moſt remarkably 
pleaſe bim, ſhall enjoy even in this World, this 
fingular happineſs, that their Enemies /ball be 
at Peace with them. But more fignally does he 


diſtinguiſh with this Bleſſing, thoſe States or King- 
doms, which by their exemplary fear and obedi- 
ence, deſervedly become his Favorite and beloved 
People. 

And 


indeed this gracious diſpenſation is moſt 
agrecable to thoſe infinitely wiſe and juſt Rules, 
by which He may be obſervd to act, as He is 
the great Governour of the Woria, K 
7 
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the Earth. If He never makes the Enemies of 
Private Perſon to beat Peace with bim here, yet 
he can abundantly reward him with — 
Peace hereaſter. 
But this is the only time, wherein he can 
ſhew his love or anger to langer Socteties: fo that 
the honour of Providence ſeems in a manner en- 
gag d to ſee em ruin d by War, or happy and flou- 
— * in Peace, as their ure —_— con- 
7 Virtues provoke, or t is in- 
deed 7mpoſ/tble but — mn} come, and Mat. 18. 
as long as Envy and Malice, Pride and Ambition 
prevail, both private Perſons, and publick Bodies 
| will find their reſpective Foes to contend with. 
; The moft exalted Virtue can't altogether ſecure 
men againſt rancour and malignity, but often the 
more expoſes them to it. As our Bleſſed Saviour, 
| who was the conſummate Pattern of the moſt un- 
| blemiſh'd Piety, was alſo the moſt rejected and ic 53. 
defpisd. There always were, and will be, ſome 
reſtleſs and implacable Spirits, whom no Obliga- 
tions can ſatisſie, nor kindneſs melt; Who vilt- 
fie and traduce the moſt glorious Actions; and 
94 like Saul grudge David even thoſe Conqueſts, | 
which he wins in their Service. Likewiſe, let 
Kingdoms and States be never fo juſt and inof- 
fenſive, fair and equal in their Commerce, firm 
in their mviokble yet the baſe perfi-· 
ö daouſneſs of other Princes will "Aiſtord their quiet 
and repoſe, aud force them to draw the Sword 
C to 
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to; defend themſelves, ot injur 
cumiort every religious Perſon and Nation have 
to an encourage them, that there is a 
God who holdeth the reins of the World, who 
can bridle and reſtrain the fury of Men, and De- 


Allies. But this 


Job u. vila; Who I contemps upon Princes; and 
Ezod.14. $EX8CFD bi ge honour upon Pheroab andupon all 
. 1s. hoſt. Tho tbe Kings of the Earth ſet them- 


2 de. ſebves , and. the Rulers take counſel together , 
ihe Lord, and againſt . He 


; f 4 
. 


Haves r He 
them iu bis wrath, does the os bo fore af 


pleaſure; He ſball break them with a rod of iron, 
TELL IHE: Pieces like — 


nge, the laſt reaſon] Tg, whey th 
ty may be ſuppos d ſo particu! to re- 
ward thoſe, - _— .pleaſe han, is, that the 
recampence may be proportion d to the Duties 
they cel in. There is generally'a near re/en:s- 
blance betwixt the Virtue, and the Bleſſing which 
_ it, the labour and the wages wherewith 
2. tis 9 aid, and with bar meaſnre\ we mere, 10 
2s 


of our pledfong 
the promoting Peace and good will 

As thoſe. therefore, who bonn their aged Pa- 
rents, ſhall dyr full: of years u bona; who - 
forgive others, ſhall themſel ves be forgiven, 4 


Mat. 7. 


be aricaſner A gain. Aneminent inſtance 
Gad'is, as was before —_— 
en: 
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love Mercy, ſhall obtain it; ſo thoſe who follow 
after Peace, (hall be rewarded with it. And we 
truſt, that God 21h ſcatters the People, which de. pts. 30 
hight in War, will ſhour down on us the Bg. 
of Peace, who ſo carneſtly ſeek and enſue it; 
That our Expert and Valiant Commander, whoſe 
active, yet /edate Courage has acquir d, and ſup- 
ported thoſe wonderful Succeſſes, which former 
Ages can ſcarce boaſt of; and who with the ſame 
| even Greatneſs bears, as he gains, and improves 
| them, may be the farther /z/irument of God's 
Glory, and make our QUEEN yet more famous 
by ratifymg as ſolid, and equitable a Peace be- 
tween Princes abroad, as She has eftabliſhd an 
happy Union amongſt her own Subjects at Home. 


